Back to Basics
Little extras add spice to English classes
by Kelly Fleming
It's/ its, their/there/there're, your/you're
. .. Teaching students to communicate
through proper usage of the English lan-
guage and writing complete paragraphs was
all a part of an English teacher's goal.
Throughout the year, English teachers taught
students the do's and don'ts of speaking and
writing proper English.
Classes such as Language, Grammar,
American Literature, and Comp. 9 were asso-
ciated with diagramming sentences, distin-
guishing nouns from pronouns, and deciding
whether the word was singular or plural. Tak-
ing the 9th grade paragraph test in Grammar
and Comp. 9 went hand in hand with these
classes. Students were required to pass this
test, and were given three opportunities dur-
ing the year in which to do so. Students
who did not pass after three tries were re-
quired to repeat Grammar and Composition 9.
Freshman Steven Swan said, "I wasn't wor-
ried about it; anybody can write a para-
graph."
For students who dreamed of writing, a
class such as Creative Writing was offered.
This class furthered students in their imagina-
tive writing abilities. In addition, creative writ-
ing offered its students a chance to partici-
pate in a various number of writing contests.
For example, students submitted poems, short
stories, and essays in the University of Tampa
Writing contest, in hopes of receiving a cash
award of up to $200 and a free trip to the
University of Tampa. Senior Freda Davis said,
"The contest offers money, and it teaches
kids to compete well in the business field.
Also it shows them what it takes to get
ahead."
For the students who wished to become a
famous reporter or a fiery debator, elective
classes such as public speaking and debate
were offered. These classes focused on the
fine points and procedures of presenting one's
self to the public. Debate student Mike Krous-
kos said, "Debate not only helps a student
with logical argumentation, but it helps build a
student's vocabulary and speaking skills,
which are vital in everyday life."
As in previous years, the English depart-
ment offered a multitude of courses to choose
from to meet the needs of every student, y
Showing his creativity, Mark Warren exhibits his imagina-
tive skills while creating some "newsworthy" literature for
Mass Media.
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